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GRACE FROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH Pl
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Locetion: 1041 Wisccmsin Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Pregent Owner: Episcopal Diccase of Washinmgten

Pregent Occupant: Graée Ghurch

Presant Uss:

Statement of

Significence:

Sanctuary

The "child" of two sarly existing Georgetown Epis-
copal Parishes, Grace Parish wes founded in 1855
es s mission church for boatmen and workers from
the edjacent C, & O, Canal, With the financilal
support of District Govermor Henry D. Cocke, the
existing adifica wes comstructed in 1866-67; with
major repairs Iin 1923, the structure has remained
practicelly unaliered 1o this dste. Although the
architect is unknown, Grace Church beers a strik-
ing resemblence %o the nearby Qak Hill Chapsl de-
signed by Jemes Remwick in 1850.

PART I, HISTORE ON

A. Physicel History:

1.

Original and subsequent ownera: The feollowing infor-
mation is an incomplete chain of title to tha land on
vhich Grace Church was buili. Tha references ere to
the records found in the Recorder of Deads (Office, Dis-
trict of Columbia. The building is locatad in Square
1189, lots 825, 37, 38, 39; Old Squere 19, lois 41, 42:

1812 Deed of partition June 17, 1812 recorded October 14,
1812 in Libar AD folio 319
Thomss Peter (receivea lot 37)
David Peter (receives lot 38)
George Peter (receives lot 39)
Margaret Dick

1835 Deed May 14, 1835 recorded May 21, 1835 in

Liber WB 56 folio 156

Richard Smith
To

Themes Corcorsn
Sale and conveysnce for defsult under trust
for Thomss Peter datsd Septembar 16, 1829.
Sold September 18, 1829 for $348.87.
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Deed in Trust Merch 10, 1836 recorded April 21, CED
1836 in Lider WB 61 folio 82 o~

William Ramsay et ux Elizgbeth

James Peter et ux Susen H.

George Peter

James B. Beverly et ux Jane
heirs and devisees of David Peter, deceased
To

John Marbury
In trust to sell and divide residue among grantors.

Deed May 18, 1839 recorded June 3, 1839
in Liber WB 75 folio 230
George W. Peter, Trustee
To
Farmers and Mechanics Bank of Georgetown

Deed August 6, 1842 recorded September 17, 1842 in
Liber WB 95 folio 24
Thomas Corcoran et ux Emily
To
John Caxrter

Deed June 6, 184L recorded June 8, 184k in
Liber WB 109 folio 193
John Marbury, Trustee
To
John Carter

Will of John Certer probated July 2, 1850
in Will Book 6 p.300

Deed December 5, 1864 recorded December 23, 186L in
Liber NCT 51 folio 257
George W. Peter et ux Jane B.
To
George Waters

Deed September 16, 1865 recorded November 27, 1865 in
Liber RMH 3 folio 226
George Waters
To
Henry D. Cooke

Deed January 17, 1866 recorded January 18, 1866 in
Liber RMH 10 folio 11k

John Davidson

William C. Magee

Samuel Cropley

A. H. Pickrell
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Benjamin R. Mayfield
William F. Seymour
Williem H., Tenney -
Philip T. Berry
Trustees of Farmers and Mechanics Bank of
Georgetowmn, '
To
Henry D. Cocke

Deed June 7, 1867 recorded July 29, 1867 in
Liber D 11 follo 455
John Marbury
Robart Dunlop
Truatees of estete of Jolm Carter
To
John Carter O'Nesl, heir and devisee

Deed April 13, 1867 recorded August 6, 1867 in

Libsr ECE 11 folio 458

John Carter O'Neal, 96th Reg't, English Army
To

Henry D. Cooke

Bankruptey - Jay Cocke end Company -

Asglgnment for benefit of creditors: Februery 6,

1874 recorded March 28, 1874 in

Liber 745 folio 206

Jey Cooke et al of Jay Cocke and Company
To

Edwin M. Lewis

January 28, 1876. Declaratlon iz that plaintiff

sues defendants io recover pessesslon of lois 37,

to 42 in Peter's Square, Georgetown, said lots
having & front of sbout 120 feet on High Street,
between South Street and Second Alley, snd rTun-
ning back 207 feet 4 1/2 inches, with the church
buildings thereon, in which he claims the
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fee simple, end of which he wes seized on Jenuary 1,

1874, when ejected by defendents; that plaintiff

wes eppointed trustee of seld bankruptey in District
Court of the United Stetes for Eastern Diaitriet of

Pennsylvenia, and as such, cleims saild property
es sforeseid January 28, 1876 - Defendents sum—
moned perscanelly.

Edwin M. lLewis, trustee of estete of
Jay Cooke

Williem G. Moorehead

Herrls . Fahnastock

Henry D. Cooke

Pitt Cooke
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Jay Cooke, Jr. partnera, trading as Jay Cocke and i~
Campany, bankruptecy Henry D. Cooke
ve,
The Vestry of St. John's Parlah, Georgetown, D.C.
The Vestry of Christ Church Parish
The Vastry of Graca Church Perish, of same place.

1876 Deed November 15, 1876 recorded Decembar 30, 1876 in
Liber 843 folio 76
Henry D. Cooke et ux Laura 3.
To
Edwin M. lLewis, trusiee of estate of Jay Cooks & Co.

Date of erectiom: Church, 1866-67; Rectory, 1895;
Parish Hall, 1898. The following excerpts from the
Waghington Star, dstes aa noted, are Invalusble aa s
"running sccount! of the Chureh'a physicsl growth:

Washington Star
26 Decembsr, 1865

"THE MISSION PARISH - Thia very interesting Church
egtablizhed by the efforts of St. Jolm'a and Christ's
churchea, and now ready to be satabliahed as a pariah
with Rev. Mr., Brown ss psator, begen on Friday to per
form ita Chrisimsa work for the encouragement of its
members .., the Chapel wsa very tastefully decorated."

Washington Siar
9 Jenuary, 1866

"The High Street Episcopsl Church held its first
misaienery anniversary of its Ssbbath School on Sun-~
day the 7th inst."

Washington Star
14 July, 1866

"A NEW CHURCH - The (Grsce Church Pariah of ths Epiacopal
denominetion ia about erecting s commedious church edi-
fice 1o be usad in future Insiead of the litile wooden
chepel with which the parish began as a miasion a short
time sgo., The site of the edifice adjoins thst of the
chapel on the hill between the cansl and Water, High end
Congreas Streets, end is an excellent locatiom for such
a church. The building, we understand, is to be sbout
twica the slze of the present chapsl, and designed for
an ample sudience chamber, rooms for Bible claasea, the
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sabbsth school, and a librery for the Rector. It is to HAES
be constructed of blue gniess from the Potcmse quarries, V¢

of which large quantitiss suitsble for building purposes “F°
can be obteined within a short distance of the town, snd '~
the style of architacture true Gothie. Rev. J. Eastburn
Brown, the rector of the parish, is highly esteemed by

our citizens as well of other secta aa his own {sic]; and

his success in promoting the interests of his peris [siec],
receives their wsrmest congratulations., The foundatiom

is being prepesred and tha corner stone will be laid with
appropriate ceremomies in about two weaks."

Weahington Stsr
31 July, 1866

"THE CORNER STONE LAID - As we snuoounced yestarday, the
ceremony of layilng the corner stone of the Grace Church
edifice was performed at & o'clock. The rectors of St.
John'a, Christ's, St. Alban'‘s, and Grace Churches, the
trustees of Grace Church end s number of members and
friends of the church, assembled at the Chgpel, and
proceeded to the foundstion of the Church, whare the
sarvices were begun by Rev. J. Esstburn Brown, Recior
of Grace Church, with the exhortstion and prayer. Geo.
Water, Esq. of tha trustees, announced the contents of
the box to he enclosed withing the stona ss follows;

A Bible, Book of Common Prayer, & Journal of tha Dio-
cagsn Convention, an epitome of the history of the
Periah, a copy of the Episcopelian, two of the daily
papers of the district, some coins and spscimens of
frectional currency. The stone was 1lsid by the rector
of the church according to the established foxm, which
was followed with s prsyer by Rev. Mr. Chew, rector of
St., Alban's, and appropristely sddreased by the Rev.
Messrs. Tillinghast end Williama, rectors of St. John's
snd Christ'a Churches, and the compsny wss dismisaed
after prayasr with the benediction by the rector of St,
Albsn's. We mentioned the preparations in progress some
days ago for this occasion. The church will be quite
an ornament to that portion of the town, and there ceam
he no doubt of its success in the estsblishment of a
permenent congregation.”

Washington Star
26 December, 1866

1pt Grece Church (the new congregation of which Rev.
J. E. Brown is rector) the services were quite intar-
esting. The little Chapel, which will be occupied
until their hsndsome church, now In the process of
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erec'ticn, shall ba completed, was tastefully decorated, HABS
great pains having been taken..." &?

= O
Washington Star bt~

20 April, 1867

"NEW CHURCE - The new Church edifice built for the (rsce
Church Parish (formerly known as the PE Mission Chapel)
will be opened tomorrow, Easter Day, In the morning the
Eester Services; in the afterncon, the Sunday Scheol will
celebrate the occasion appropriately; at night a sarmom,
auited to the event, will be preachad by the Rev N P
Tiliinghast. This beautiful and convenient church is
the gift ©f a Christian Gentlemsn, Mr. Heanry D. Cooke,
whosa praise is in a1l the churchea., The bullding is
 of Gothic architect [sic], finished with great taste,

but not gt the expense of comfort or utility. The
entire floor 1ls carpeted, and the aaats (which are all
to be alwaye free) are covered with rich cushions. The
furniture in the chancel and the rector'a rooms is
gotten up with so much good taste that ome need not be
told that the wife of the benafactor has had to do with
thege. The Sunday School room, which will be findished
by next Sunday, is just the place for class tesching,
having the good old fashioned semi-circle seat in the
main schocol room, and separate apartments for adult
Bible classes and the infant class., Tomorrow, there-
fora, will be a joyful Easter, to the congregatiom and
their numerocus friands."

Wag ton Star
26 December 1867

"AT GRACE CHURCH (P E) - the aervices were tha regular
morning preyer, ante communion and collect &c, for
Christmes Day, and an appropriate aermom by the Rector,
Rev. J. Eastburn Brown. The beautiful new church wes
handsomely decorated with cedar and box and attendanca
was larger than usual."

Washington Star
28 January, 1895

"GRACE CHURCH RECTCRY - Tha pastcr and vestrymen of Grace
Church are maturing their plans for the arection of a
ractory. In all probability the house will ba erected

on a part of the present church property, between 3lst
32nd, K and M Streets. The trustees have $3,000 cash

on hend for the purpose. Two-thirds of this amount

was given the church through the will of the late
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Mias Gough, and the balance is what has been saved by ¢

the congregation, added to the gifts of Messrs. Johmn (o

Marbury, Geo. T. Dunlop and others, amounting to some- LI~
thing over $500. The church menagars are also emnsider- '
ing the improvements of the church proper. The proposed
rectory will not be an elaborate bullding but ona de-

slgned principally to accomodate. :

Grace Church is doing a good work among the surround-
ing poor. It is in the midst of cna of the poorest sec-
tiong of Georgetown and in touch with the most deserving.”

Washington Star
5 February, 1895

"AFFAIRS IN GEORGETOWN - The Qrace Church vesiry have
appointed Messrs. J.0. Caton, Louis Goodrich and Wm.
McShay to select plans and meke the necessary arrange-

- ments for the comstructiom of the new pesrsonage ithat

for gome weeks has been under practical discussicn. It
has been decided to locate the house om line with {he

church and to the north - the eriginal site having been

abandoned om account of tha obatructiom that a build~
ing thereon would offer ito the free view of the house
of worship. In locating the psrsonege on the church
grounds the principal object in view is to have the
pastor in the mldet of his people.”

Architact: Unknown. The remsrkable similarity between
Graca Church and the Renwick Chepel in Oak Hill Ceme-
tery supports supposition that James Renwick may have
been involved in the design of Grece Church., As the
benefactor, Governor Cooke, was involved in the Jay
Cooke fiym, it is not improbable that he may have

had contact wiih Renwick, who had designed many
acclesiastical struc'hures in New York, amomg them

 Grace Church (1846) and St. Pstrick's Cathedral (compe-

tition 1853, cornerstecme laid 1858). If Renwick was
not directily involved with the building, it is sefe to
agsume that the architect was profoundly influenced by
his Osak Hill Cemetery Chapel, end the design of the
Church indicates execution by an erchitecti of profes.
sional maturity.

Original plens, construction, ete.: None known.,

Noites on alterstions and additions: Buildling permits
and various minor alterations and repairs are listed
in the District Building Permit records (District
Building) for the period from 1895 through 1954.

HABS |
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6, Important old views: None known. B,
- &
B. Historicel Evenis Comnected with the Structure: o] ~

1, The following have been extracted from the George-
towner, November 14, 1957;

"n the left of the altar is the lectern presented as

a memorial to Colonel Jamea Longsireet, the son of the
famous Confederate Generel, by the Colonel's family.

The hymn boards are memorials to early devoted members
while the pipe organ waa given 'in memoriem' to Mr. and
Mrs, Fultom Lewisg, Sr., in 1950 (when the church was re-
modeled) by their children, Fulton Lewis Jr., General
Millard Iewis, and Mrs. Knox Cockrell."

Rev, M. Mills Perkins came to Grace Church in 1927.

Begen as a miagion for sailora from ships in George-
town's herbor end for canal boatmen,

Started in 1855 by three members of the Vestry of St.
John's Episcopal Church of Georgetowm. Measrs, Thomas s
Rittenhouse and Ridgely.

Mission was opened on "Brick Hill" in Peter Sguare.

A small frame chapel was erected at southeast cormer
of present property - regular services maintained by
students from the Virginla Theologicsl Seminary for
several years. Mr. Tyng, one of the students, and som
of the Rev. Stephen A. Tyng {a former rector of St.
John's Church) was the first to hold Sunday School in
the building.

During the Civil Wer, in 1863, the Rev. J. Eaatburn
Brown became the first regulsr rector in charge.

In the early 1860'a, Governor Henry D. Cooke of the
Digtriet of Columbia, and at one time a vesirymsn of
St. John's, became interested in the miasion end at a
cost of $25 000, he made posaible ( in 1866 ) the
present Grace Church building. The cornerstone was
1laid on June 29, 1866, and the building wes completed
April 20, 1867. (n the next day which waa Eaater, the
first service was held, The parish was organized and
admitted by the Diocesan Comvention in Baltimore as
"Grace Parish" in May, 1866 the parish boundaries
belng defined at the time.
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For several years, all expenaes of the mission hed
been borne by 8t. John's Church of Georgetown. Later,
the work wes taken over by Christ Church of Georgetomn.
In 1866, Grece Church became an independent parish.

Grace Church was built by Henry D. Cooke, a member of
Messrs., Jay Coocke & Co. (at a critical time in the
Civil War this company placed the bonds which enabled
the U.S. to pass through a financial strain), Beceuse
Governor Cocke omitted to execute and record the Deed
of Property before the failure of hia firm in 1873, the
Trustees of the bankrupt firm of Jey Cooke and Company
endeavored to confiscate and wrest the property from
the possession of the Veatry of Grace Parish, Georgetown.
A pill of Equity was filed in 1876 by the Vestry against
the Trustees of Jay Cooke and Company. The Decree
asked for was issued by the Supreme Court of the Dia-
triet on April 11, 1877, and the property wes conveyed
to the Trusieea of the Church aa contemplated by Gov.
cooke, The Decree contained the Unexecuted Deed of
Truat and removed the invalidity due to its lack of

Mr. Coocke's signature. Thus, the title of the Grace
Church property is unguestionmed.

The rectory was built in 1895 and the periah hall waa
built three years latexr in 1898.

First rector Rev. J. Eastburn Brown, 1863-1871.
Twenty-one rectors since that time [to 19571.

From "Report of the Genealogical Records Committee, Dis-
trict of Columbis, D.A.R.," volume 56, 1939-1940 (unpub-
lished typescript in D.A.R. Library, Washington, D.C.)

"It was about the year 1855 that three vestrymen of 3t.
John's Church started a mission on 'Brickyard Hill', em
the canal, in the heart of whet was then known as Peter's
Square. When the work had proved iis value, the Rev.
Henderaon Suter tock charge of the misaion end organized
2 Sunday School. For geveral years a group of students
from the Virginia Seminary acted sa the lay readers,
among them the aon of the Rev. Stephen Tyng, former
rector of St., Jomm's.

"A gmall frame chapel was first erected on the spot
where the present granite cross in memory of the aoldiers
of the World War now stands. In 1866 the church was
made e aeparate pariah, ¥nown sa Grace Parish. The
present beautiful building was built by Henry D. Codke,
Governor of the District of Columbia. It waa finished
in time for & service cn Eaater Day 1867.

P
D
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“The support of the parish from 1874 had gradually SED
become a charge on Christ Church with some little of

aasigtence from & few membera of St. John's. It was
largely through ths constant end earnest appeals of
Dr. Stuart of Christ Church that the work was kept
up.

"But in 1892 the Rev. George Howell became rector,

and under him the church became finencially indepen-
dent., He also built the rectory, and a few yaars

later the parish hall was erected. In 1922 extensive
alterations and improvements were made to the church
and parish hall. This church begen as a mission

and social aservice work had alweya been vital to it.

At laast fifty percent of the presant rector’s work

ia smong families with no church affilietion. There

is a large snd very active Sunday School, and the
perish while not numericslly very large has a spiritual
influence that extenda far beyond its bounds." (Extract
from the Washington Diocese, March, 1939, Vol 7, No. 3, p.5)

From Rose Truxler Mitchell: "Parish registar of Graca
P.E. Church, Georgetown." 1963 (unpublished typescript
in D,A.R. Library, Weshington, D.C.)

"At the lower end of Wiscomsin Avenua in Georgetown,
District of Columbia, on a hill formerly known as
Brickyard Hill, which rise batween the historic Chese-
peake and Chio Canal and the Potcmac River, stands
Greca P.E. Church, practically unnoticed by Georgetown
visitors and the busy, noisy traffic which rushes past
its doors.

tgrace Church is built of stone and hsa & brick parish
hall atteched. Nearby is a brick rectory, end in the
large churchyard with its well-kept green lawn stande

a massive granite cross, a memorial to those who sseri-
ficad their lives in World Wer I.

"Not a great deal has been writtean on the history of
Grace Church, but thia index would not be complete
without some attempt to gether a few substantisl facta
about the church. Much of the information on the
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following psragraphs was found in a 'paper in the chureh r.

el

srchives entitled 'Sketch and History of Grace P.E. G s
Church, Georgatown, D.C. as compiled from recorde by T
Revarend Henry L. Durrant 1855-1924.°! o

"Bafore the building of the present siructure 'om
Brickyard Hill in Peters Square' and on the sita of

the granite cross there was originally a emall, frame
chapel built about 1854 through the generosity of Mesara.
Thomas, Rittenhouse end Ridgely. These gentlemen were
vesirymen of St. Johna Episcopal Church in Georgetown
end they saw the nead of a church to serve tha gailors
on tha watexfront and those persoms who followed the
canal., Therefore, the firet chapel wes built at their
expense,

“Tha church history tells ua that at ona time Rev.
Hendergon Suter, at a later date rector of Christ Church
in Alaxandria estsblished a Sundey School in commection
with the mission and that etudents from the Theological
Seminary in Alexandria servad as lay reedera.

"To better serve the growing (eorgetown Parish District,
the preaent church was built by Govermor Hemyy D. Cooke
of the Distriet of Columbia, a member of the banking
firm of Mesara. Jay Cooke & Co. Governor Cocke in 1865
purchased several lots on which the church property
stands. Because Governor Cooke did not execute a deed
of the property to Grace Church before the failure of
Messrs. Jay Cooke & Co. in 1873, there was considarable
lagal difficulty before possession of the property was
gained by the Vestry of Grace Perish Georgetown, D.C.
The matter was taken to court through a Bill of Equity
filed by the Vestry the "Fourth day of March 1876," and
a decree containing the 'umexecuted Deed of Trusi' waa
issued April 11, 1877.

"aAnother critical period on the history of Grace Parish
(no data given) when it was about to close its doors on
account of lack of funds to meet expenses, was turned
by Mr. Alfred I. DuPont of Wilmington, Dalaware, who
came to the rescua of the new rector with a aubstantial
gift of money. '

"Tha days of nsvigation on tha Chesapeske and Chio
Canal have long since passed, snd warehousas, gravel
plants end superhighwaya now follow the shores of the
Potomac Rivar. However, In spite of the changing times
Grsce P.E. Church on its peaceful hill In Georgetown
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continuas to serve those who seek inspiration and N
fellowship within its gates.® };; .

{af v

Source material contributed by
Mrs. C.E. Sunderlin
3036 P Street, N.VW.
Washington, D. C.

Prepared by Dr. James Philip Noffsinger
Architact, National Park Service
and
Thomas R. Martinson
Student Assistant Architect
Naticmal Park Service
Septembar 7, 1966

ITECTURAL INFORMATI

General Statament:

1.

2.

Architactiural character: Hidden well back from the street,
Grace Church has eacasped the rsvages of time as well as
the attention of passers-by. Comparatively small in

size, this elegant little Gothic Revival church remains
nearly unaltered since its construction one century ago.

Although handsome of axterlor, the architectursl forte
of Grace Church 1s in its excellent interior detailing;
the boldly curved gallery, collar-bracad roof, and

east steined glass lanceta are among the most notaworthy
elements of the interior. .

Comdition of fabric: Genearally good; although not excep-
tionally well maintained, both exterlor end inierior
fabrics ghow little sign of wear and almosi no indication
of physical demsge (only a bresk in the plaster betwaen
gouth chancel lancets and s general deterioratiom to

the sandstona irim ere exceptioms).

Tachmical Description of Extarior:

1.

2

Overall dimensicms: 38'-8" (ihree-bay fromt) x
approximately 70' (five-bay side). Two stories.

Foundatioms: Granite; coursed rubble masenry comstruc~
tien. '

Wall comstructiom: Grenite; coursad rubble snd eshlar

masonry constructiom. 2' buttiresses project 2'-6"
from wall, are two-stage with beveled sione caps.

Openings:

HABS
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Doorways and doorss All doorways are fremed by D
{apparently) native sandatones which is composed g
of aggregate and mica; the atome is not very

atable for eonsiruciion purposes and ia the omly
deteriorating element of the exterior fabric.

Four-paneled wooden doors at either side of narthex
{on west elevation) are set within 4'-2" (north) end
4'=0" (south) masonry openings undar segmental
pointed arches and thrae-pana transoms. Pointad
arch sperture of 5'-6 1/2" masonry opening frames
more eleborate wooden six-peneled central door.

Central doorway opens into narthex, ancillery door-
ways into ground floor areas.

Windowa and shutiers: Upper peired lancet windows
are single-hung wooden sash, ssndatone sills, eet

under pointed archea. Leadad glasa ig light amber
in color. Cne psne op aouth elevation is painted

in seript, "G E 8§ 1900." '

Lower windows are essentlally six-over-six light
although placement is auch that they ere in actu-
ality ten-over-asight light. These windows are
gset under segmental pointed arches with slightly
projecting plein keystones.

Threa-pane side windows on west alevation are set
under pointed trefoll arches; their plscement indi-
cates position of gallery steirs within,

Large eastern window ias composed of two pointad
trefoil lencatis below e quatrefoil, all of which are
set within s pointed srch.

Roof':

a. Shape, covering: Geble roof approximately 45°-
50° pitch; ridge runs east-west; alata-covered.

b, Framing: Wooden framing is reminisecenit of Eng-
lish Gothic collar-braced roof; exposed decking
and structural elementa are stained dark ocak,

¢. Tower: Masonry ball-cole, rectanguler in plen,

with gabla roof and singla pointed-arched open-
ing ie corbelled slightly beyend front wall plape
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end is placed estride main gable. It is almost be
ldentical in design to a aimilar element on the GEO
Renwlck Chapel in QOak Hill Cemetery. Bell-cote IR

la capped by simple wooden cross.

C. Technical Deacription of Interiors:

1.

2.

Floor plens: Cenirgl doorway opens into narthex.
Eight risera through the narthex lead to a landing
from which seven more risere on either side end on
landings et entrancea to nave. At eest, the chencel
area ie set upon a platform ome riser sbove the nave
fleor., Pertitions to either side of liturgical eres
probebly do not date from 1866 congtruciion.

Lower level waa apparently once e single large apscse,
haa been aubsequently partitiomed into smaller rooms.

Kitchen was earlier in north-eaat cormer although
electrical appliences have besen moved to area st south--
west, under narthex, just within south door.

Paceagewey on north wall near northwest corner of
ground floor aree leads into 1898 Parish Hall, a
aingle apace with smell balcony on south wall.

Stairwaya: Very narrow stasirs to gellery begin at
either end of upper nerthex area, turn towerd esat
on mein flight of 12 risers and inwerd for finsl

two intc left area. Rector's stairs in northeast
corner lead steeply down to ground floor area. Iron
circular steirway in southwest corner of Parish pro-»
vides accesa to balcony from floor level,

Flooring: 2% oak; narthex flooring is irreguler width.

Wall and ceiling finish: Wells are plastered above
wood wainscoting. Lower cellings are pleetered; those
in nave and Parish Hall are of exposed woodan decking.,

Doors snd doorways: All doors are four-paneled wood.
Two interior doors each are loceted at doorways to
nave and loft steirwaya. Doorway to morth of liturgi-
cal area is without door. '

Decorative features and trim: Chancel is elaborate
although not nearly so decorative se its historical
prototypes. The octagonal carved wood canopy is a
noteworthy feeture of the paneled reredos.
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Gellery at west has curved central section; pointed
trefoil elements provide decorative relief. All

trim in loft ares aa well as pews have been painted o
black. L

oo T

Lighting: Brass fixturea suspended from ridge by
chaing; three smaller chains suspend circulsr ele-
ment. Obly one of three of these fixtures is reason-
ably intact. Other fixtures are simple glass “flat-
tened" globes.,

Site:

1'

Gepersl setting and orientation: Grace Church faces
weat onto Wiaconsin Avenue slthough it 1s set back
135" from the sidewalk. The site, which ia somswhat
higher than the street at this point, ias adjacent o
the ¢ & O Canal to the north. Although the immediste
area waa once, during the Georgetown maritime and
canal eras, in the center of sctivity, it iz now some
blocks below the more vitel commercisl areas to the
north on Wisconsin Avenue.

Enclogures: The site is enclosed by a granite retaihing
wall, which serves sz s base for the simple lron fence.

Outbuildings: The Parish Hall, deting from 1898, sdjoins
the atructure to the north. Weat of the Parish Hall is
the Rectoxy, which dates from 1895,

Walks: Cement sidewalk crossea front yard diegomally
from northweat cormer to emall paved area in front of
narthex. '

Landaceping: Leandscaping is very informsl and no _
regular pattern is apparent. 12! high granite cross
in southwest cornmer of site is imscribed: "In
Memory of our Boys who made the Supreme Sacrifice

in the Great War  Jesu Mercy."
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